US COAST GUARD Ballast Water

§151.1510 Ballast water management requirements.

{a) The master of each vessel subject to this subpart shall employ one of the following baliast water
management practices:

(1) Carry out an exchange of ballast water on the waters beyond the Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ), from an area more than 200 nautical miles from any shore, and in waters more than 2,000 meters
(6,560 feet, 1,093 fathoms) deep, such that, at the conclusion of the exchange, any tank from which
ballast water will be discharged contains water with a minimum salinity level of 30 parts per thousand,
unless the vessel is required to employ an approved ballast water management system (BWMS) per the
schedule in §151.1512(b) of this subpart. This exchange must occur prior to entry into the Snell Lock at
Massena, NY, or navigating on the Hudson River, north of the George Washington Bridge. An alternative
management system (AMS) that meets the requirements of 33 CFR 151.2026 may also be used, so long
as it was installed on the vessel prior to the date that the vessel is required to comply with the ballast
water discharge standard in accordance with §151.1512(b) of this subpart, If using an AMS, the master,
owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of the vessel subject to this subpart may employ the AMS for
no longer than 5 years from the date they would otherwise be required to comply with the ballast water
discharge standard in accordance with §151.1512(b) of this subpart.

(2) Retain the vessel's ballast water on board the vessel. If this method of ballast water
management is employed, the COTP may seal any tank or hold containing ballast water on board the
vessel for the duration of the vayage within the waters of the Great Lakes or the Hudson River, north of
the George Washington Bridge.

(3) Install and operate a BWMS that has been approved by the Coast Guard under 46 CFR part
162, in accordance with §151.1512(b) of this subpart. Following instaliation of a BWMS, the master,
owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of the vessel must maintain the BWMS in accordance with all
manufacturer specifications.

(1) Regquirements for approval of BWMS are found in 46 CFR part 162.060.

(if) Requests for approval of BWMS must be submitted to the Commanding Officer (MSC), Attn:
Marine Safety Center, U.S. Coast Guard Stop 7430, 2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue SE.,
Washington, DC 20593-7430, or by email to msc@uscg.mil.

(4) Use only water from a U.S. public water system (PWS), as defined in 40 CFR 141.2 and that
meets the requirements of 40 CFR parts 141 and 143, as ballast water. Vessels using water from a PWS
as ballast must maintain a record of which PWS they received the water and a receipt, invoice, or other
documentation from the PWS indicating that water came from that system. Furthermore, they must certify
that they have met the conditions in paragraphs (a)(4)(i) or (ii} of this section, as applicable. Vessels using
water from a PWS must use such water exclusively for all ballast water unless the usage is in accordance
with §151.1515 of this subpant. Vessels using PWS water as ballast must have either—

(i) Previously cleaned the ballast tanks (including removing all residual sediments) and not
subsequently introduced ambient water; or

(i) Never introduced ambient water to those tanks and supply lines.

(b) No master of a vessel subject to this subpart shall separately discharge sediment from tanks or
holds containing ballast water unless it is disposed of ashore in accordance with local requirements.



{c) Nothing in this subpart authorizes the discharge of oil or noxious liquid substances (NLSs) in a
manner prohibited by United States or international laws or regulations. Ballast water carried in any tank
containing a residue of oil, NLSs, or any other pollutant must be discharged in accordance with the
applicable regulations. Nothing in this subpart affects or supersedes any requirement or prohibitions
pertaining to the discharge of ballast water into the waters of the United States under the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 ef seq.).

(d) Unless otherwise expressly provided for in this subpart, the master, owner, operator, agent, or
person in charge of vessels employing a Coast Guard-approved BWMS must meet the applicable ballast
water discharge standard, found in §151.1511 of this subpan, at all times of ballast water discharge into
the waters of the United States.

[CGD 91-066, 58 FR 18334, Apr. 8, 1993, as amended by CGD 94-003, 59 FR 67634, Dec. 30, 1994; USCG-1998-
3423, 66 FR 58390, Nov. 21, 2001; USCG-2010-0351, 75 FR 36284, June 25, 2010; USCG-2001-10488, 77 FR
17304, Mar. 23, 2012; 77 FR 33870, June 8, 2012; USCG-2014-0410, 79 FR 38435, July 7, 2014; USCG-2016-0498,
82 FR 35082, July 28, 2017]

§151.1511 Ballast water discharge standard (BWDS).

(a) Vessels employing a Coast Guard-approved ballast water management system (BWMS) must
meet the following BWDS by the date in §151.1512(b} of this subpart:

(1) For organisms greater than or equal to 50 micrometers in minimum dimension: discharge must
inciude fewer than 10 living organisms per cubic meter of ballast water.

(2) For organisms less than 50 micrometers and greater than or equal to 10 micrometers: discharge
must include fewer than 10 living organisms per milliliter (mL) of ballast water,

(3} Indicator microorganisms must not exceed:

(i) For Toxicogenic Vibrio cholerae (serotypes O1 and O139): a concentration of less than 1 colony
forming unit (cfu) per 100 mL.

(i} For Escherichia coli: a concentration of fewer than 250 cfu per 100 mL.

(iiiy For intestinal enterococci: a concentration of fewer than 100 cfu per 100 mL.
(b) [Reserved]

(¢) The Coast Guard will conduct a practicability review as follows:

(1) No later than January 1, 2016, the Coast Guard will publish the results of a practicability review
to determine—

(i) Whether technology to comply with a performance standard more stringent than that required by
paragraph (a) of this section can be practicably implemented, in whole or in part, and, if so, the Coast
Guard will schedule a rulemaking to implement the more stringent standard; and

(i) Whether testing protocols that can accurately measure efficacy of treatment against a
performance standard more stringent than that required by paragraph (a) of this section can be
practicably implemented.



(2) If the Coast Guard determines on the basis of a practicability review conducted under paragraph
(c)(1) of this section that technology to achieve a significant improvement in ballast water treatment
efficacy could be practicably implemented, the Coast Guard will report this finding and will, no later than
January 1, 2017, initiate a rulemaking that would establish performance standards and other
requirements or conditions to ensure to the maximum extent practicable that aquatic nuisance species
are not discharged into waters of the United States from vessels. If the Coast Guard subsequently finds
that it is not able to meet this schedule, the Coast Guard will publish a notice in the FEDERAL REGISTERSO
informing the pubilic, along with an explanation of the reason for the delay, and a revised schedule for rule
making that shall be as expeditious as practicable.

(3) When conducting the practicability review as required by paragraph (c){1) of this section, the
Coast Guard will consider—

(i) The capability of any identified technology to achieve a more stringent ballast water discharge
standard, in whole or in part;

(i) The efiectiveness of any identified technology in the shipboard environment;

(iii) The compatibility of any identified technology with vessel design and operation;

(iv) The safety of any identified technology;

(v) Whether the use of any identified technology may have an adverse impact on the environment;
(vi) The cost of any identified technology;

(vii) The economic impact of any identified technology, including the impact on shipping, small
businesses, and other uses of the aquatic environment;

(viii) The availability, accuracy, precision, and cost of metheds and technologies for measuring the
concentrations of organisms, treatment chemicals, or other pertinent parameters in treated ballast water
as would be required under any alternative discharge standards;

{ix) Any requirements for the management of ballast water included in the most current version of
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Vessel General Permit and any documentation available
from the EPA regarding the basis for these requirements; and

{x) Any other factor that the Coast Guard considers appropriate that is related to the determination
of whether identified technology is performable, practicable, and/or may possibly prevent the introduction
and spread of non-indigenous aquatic invasive species.

[(USCG-2001-104886, 77 FR 17305, Mar. 23, 2012]
§151.1512 Implementation schedule for approved ballast water management methods.

(a) To discharge ballast water into the waters of the United States, the master, owner, operator,
agent, or person in charge of a vessel subject to §151.1510 of this subpart must either ensure that the
ballast water meets the ballast water discharge standard as defined in §151.1511(a), use an AMS as
provided for under §151.1510(a)(1) or ballast exclusively with water from a U.S. public water system, as
described in §151.1510(a)(4), according to the schedule in paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) implementation Schedule for the Ballast Waler Management Discharge Standard for vessels
using a Coast Guard approved BWMS to manage ballast water discharged to waters of the United



States. After the dates listed in Table 151.1512(b), vessels may use a USCG-approved BWMS and

comply with the discharge standard, or employ an approved ballast water management method per
§151.1510(a)(1) and (4).

TABLE 151.1512(B)—IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE FOR BALLAST WATER MANAGEMENT DISCHARGE
STANDARDS FOR VESSELS USING COAST GUARD APPROVED BALLAST WATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

Vessel's ballast
water capacity Date constructed Vessel's compliance date
New vessels |All On or after December 1, |On delivery.
2013
Existing Less than 1500 [Before December 1, First scheduled drydocking after
vessels m* 2013 January 1, 2016.
1500-5000 m*  [Before December |, First scheduled drydocking after
2013 January 1, 2014.
Greater than Before December 1, First scheduled drydocking after
5000 m® 2013 Tanuary 1, 2016.

[USCG-2001-10486, 77 FR 17305, Mar. 23, 2012, as amended by USCG-2015-0433, B0 FR 44281, July 27, 2015}

§151.1513 Extension of compliance date.

The Coast Guard may grant an extension to the implementation schedule in §151.1512(b) of this
subpart only in those cases where the master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of a vessel
subject to this subpart can document that, despite all efforts, compliance with the requirement under
§151.1510 is not possible. Any extension request must be made no later than 12 months before the
scheduled implementation date listed in §151.1512(b) of this subpart and submitted in writing to the
Commandant (CG-OES), Attn: Office of Operating and Environmental Standards, U.S. Coast Guard Stop
7509, 2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue SE., Washington, DC 20593-7508. Summary information
concerning all extension decisions, including the name of the vessel and vessel owner, the term of the
extension, and the basis for the extension will be promptly posted on the Internet. Extensions will be for
no longer than the minimum time needed, as determined by the Coast Guard, for the vessel to comply
with the requirements of §151.1510.

[USCG-2001-10486, 77 FR 17306, Mar. 23, 2012, as amended by USCG-2014-0410, 79 FRA 38435, July 7, 2014]

§151.1514 Vessel safety.

Nothing in this subpart relieves the master of the responsibility for ensuring the safety and stability of
the vessel or the safety of the crew and passengers, or any other responsibility.

[CGD 91-066, 58 FR 18334, Apr. 8, 1993. Redesignated by USCG-2001-10486, 77 FR 17305, Mar, 23, 2012]
§151.1515 Ballast water management alternatives under extraordinary conditions.

(a) As long as ballast water exchange (BWE) remains an option under the schedule in §151.1512(b)
of this subpart, the master of any vessel subject to this subpart who uses BWE to meet the requirements
of this subpart and, due to weather, equipment failure, or other extraordinary conditions, is unable to
effect a BWE before entering the Exclusive Economic Zone, and intends to discharge ballast water into




the waters of the United States, must request permission from the Captain of the Port (COTP) to
exchange the vessel's ballast water within an area agreed to by the COTP at the time of the request and
then discharge the vessel's ballast water within that designated area.

(b) Once BWE is no longer an option under the schedule in §151.1512(b) of this subpart, if the
ballast water management system required by this subpart stops operating properly during a voyage or
the vessel's BWM method is unexpectedly unavailable, the master, owner, operator, agent, or person in
charge of the vessel must ensure that the problem is reported to the COTP as soon as practicable, The
vessel may continue to the next port of call, subject to the directions of the COTP or the Ninth District
Commander, as provided by 33 CFR part 160.

[USCG-2001-10486, 77 FR 17306, Mar. 23, 2012, as amended at 77 FR 33970, June 8, 2012)
§151.1516 Compliance monitoring.

(a) The master of each vessel equipped with ballast tanks must provide the foliowing information, in
written form, to the Captain of the Port (COTP):

(1) The vessel's name, port of registry, and official number or call sign.

{2) The name of the vessel's owner(s).

{3) Whether ballast water is being carried.

{4) The original location and salinity, if known, of ballast water taken on, before an exchange.

(5) The location, date, and time of any ballast water exchange.

(6) The salinity of any ballast water to be discharged into the territorial waters of the United States.

(7) The intended discharge port for ballast water and location for disposal of sediment carried upon
entry into the territorial waters of the United States, if ballast water or sediment are to be discharged.

(8) The signature of the master attesting to the accuracy of the information provided and certifying
compliance with the requirements of this subpan.

(b} The COTP may take samples of ballast water to assess the compliance with, and the
effectiveness of, this subpart.

[CGD 91-066, 58 FR 18334, Apr. 8, 1993, as amended by USCG-1998-3423, 66 FR 58391, Nov. 21, 2001; USCG-
2002-13147, 69 FR 32869, June 14, 2004; USCG-2001-10486, 77 FR 17306, Mar. 23, 2012; USCG-2012-0924, 80
FR 73113, Nov. 24, 2015]

§151.1518 Penalties for failure to conduct ballast water management.

(a) A person who violates this subpant is liable for a civil penalty in an amount not to exceed
$27,500. Each day of a continuing violation constitutes a separate violation. A vessel operated in violation
of the regulations is liable in rem for any civil penalty assessed under this subpart for that violation.

(b) A person who knowingly violates the regulations of this subpart is guilty of a class C felony.

[USCG-2002-13147, 69 FR 32869, June 14, 2004]



§151.2025 Ballast water management requirements.

{a) The master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of a vessel equipped with ballast tanks
that operates in the waters of the United States must employ one of the following ballast water
management methods:

(1) Install and operate a ballast water management system {(BWMS) that has been approved by the
Coast Guard under 46 CFR part 162. The BWMS must be installed in accordance with §151.2035(b) of
this subpart. Following installation, the master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of the vessel
subject to this subpart must properly maintain the BWMS in accordance with all manufacturer
specifications. Unless otherwise expressly provided for in this subpan, the masier, owner, operator,
agent, or person in charge of vessels employing a Coast Guard-approved BWMS must meet the
applicable ballast water discharge standard (BWDS), found in §151.2030 of this subpart, at all times of
discharge into the waters of the United States.

(2) Use only water from a U.S. public water system (PWS), as defined in 40 CFR 141.2, that meets
the requirements of 40 CFR parits 141 and 143 as ballast water. Vessels using water from a PWS as
ballast must maintain a record of which PWS they received the water from as well as a receipt, invoice, or
other documentation from the PWS indicating that water came from that system. Furthermore, they must
certify that they have met the conditions in paragraphs (a){2)(i) or (ii} of this section, as applicable, and
describe in the BWM plan the procedures to be used to ensure compliance with those conditions, and
thereafter document such compliance in the BW record book. Vessels using water from a PWS must use

such water exclusively unless the usage is in accordance with §151.2040 of this subpart. Vessels using
PWS water as ballast must have either—

(i) Previously cleaned the ballast tanks {including removing all residual sediments) and not
subsequently introduced ambient water; or

(ii) Never introduced ambient water fo those tanks and supply lines.

(3) Perform complete ballast water exchange in an area 200 nautical miles from any shore prior to
discharging ballast water, unless the vessel is required to employ an approved BWMS per the schedule
found in §151.2035(b) of this subpart. An alternate management system (AMS) that meets the
requirements of §151.2026 of this subpart may also be used, so long as it was installed on the vessel
prior to the date that the vessel is required to comply with the BWDS in accordance with §151.2035(b) of
this subpart. If using an AMS, the master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of the vessel
subject to this subpart may employ the AMS for no loanger than 5 years irom the date they would
otherwise be required to comply with the BWDS in accordance with §151.2035(b) of this subpart;

(4) Do not discharge ballast water into waters of the United States.

(5) Discharge to a facility onshore or to another vessel for purposes of treatment. Any vessel
owner/operator discharging ballast water to a facility onshore or to another vessel must ensure that all
vessel piping and supporting infrastructure up to the last manifold or valve immediately before the dock
manifold connection of the receiving facility or similar appurtenance on a reception vessel prevents
untreated ballast water from being discharged into waters of the United States.

(b) Requests for approval of BWMS must be submitted to the Commanding Officer (MSC), Attn:
Marine Safety Center, U.S. Coast Guard Stop 7430, 2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue SE.,
Washington, DC 20593-7430, or by email to msc@uscg.mil, in accordance with 46 CFR part 162.

(c} A vessel engaged in the foreign export of Alaskan North Slope Crude Gil must comply with
§§151.2060 and 151.2070 of this subpart, as well as with the provisions of 15 CFR 754.2{j)(1)(iii}. Section



15 CFR 754.2(j)(1){iii) requires a mandatory program of deep water ballast exchange unless doing so
would endanger the safety of the vessel or crew.

(d) This subpart does not authorize the discharge of oil or noxious liquid substances (NLS) in a
manner prohibited by United States or international laws or regulations. Ballast water carried in any tank
containing a residue of oil, NLS, or any other pollutant must be discharged in accordance with applicable
laws and regulations.

(e) This subpart does not affect or supersede any requirement or prohibition pertaining to the
discharge of ballast water into the waters of the United States under the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 to 1378).

(f} This subpart does not affect or supersede any requirement or prohibition pertaining to the
discharge of ballast water into the waters of the United States under the National Marine Sanctuaries Act
(16 U.5.C. 1431 et seq.).

(9) Vessels with installed BWMS for testing and evaluation by an Independent Laboratory in
accordance with the requirements of 46 CFR 162.060-10 and 46 CFR 162.060-28 will be deemed to be in
compliance with paragraph (a)(1) of this section.

[USCG-2001-10486, 77 FR 17306, Mar. 23, 2012, as amended by USCG-2014-0410, 79 FR 38435, July 7, 2014;
USCG-2016-0498, 82 FR 35082, July 28, 2017]

§151.2026 Alternate management systems.

(a) A manufacturer whose ballast water management system (BWMS) has been approved by a
foreign administration pursuant to the standards set forth in the International Convention for the Control
and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004, may request in writing, for the Coast
Guard to make a determination that their BWMS is an alternate management system (AMS). Requests for
determinations under this section must include:

(1) The type-approval certificate for the BWMS.
(2) Name, point of contact, address, and phone number of the authority overseeing the program;

(3) Final test results and findings, including the full analytical procedures and methods, results,
interpretations of the results, and full description and documentation of the Quality Assurance procedures
(i.e., sample chain of custody forms, calibration records, etc.);

{4) A description of any modifications made to the system after completion of the testing for which a
determination is requested; and

(5) A type approval application as described under 46 CFR 162.060-12.

(i) Once ballast water management systems are type approved by the Coast Guard and available
for a given class, type of vessels, or specific vessel, those vessels will no longer be able to install AMS in
lieu of type approved systems.

(ii) [Reserved]

(b) Requests for determinations must be submitted in writing to the Commanding Officer (MSC),
Attn: Marine Safety Center, U.S. Coast Guard Stop 7430, 2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue SE.,
Washington, DC 20593-7430.



(¢) if using an AMS that was installed on the vessel prior to the date that the vessel is required to
comply with the ballast waler discharge standard in accordance with §151.2035(b), the master, owner,
operator, agent, or person in charge of the vessel subject to this subpart may employ such AMS for no
longer than 5 years from the date they would otherwise be required to comply with the ballast water
discharge standard in accordance with the implementation schedule in §151.2035 (b} of this subpart. To
ensure the safe and effective management and operation of the AMS equipment, the master, owner,

operator, agent or person in charge of the vessel must ensure the AMS is maintained and operated in
conformity with the system specifications.

{(d) An AMS determination issued under this section may be suspended, withdrawn, or terminated in
accordance with the procedures contained in 46 CFR 162.060-18.

[USCG-2001-10486, 77 FR 17306, Mar. 23, 2012, as amended by USCG-2014-0410, 78 FR 38435, July 7, 2014;
USCG-2016-0498, 82 FR 35082, July 28, 2017]

§151.2030 Ballast water discharge standard (BWDS).

(a) Vessels employing a Coast Guard-approved ballast water management system (BWMS) must
meet the following BWDS by the date listed in §151.2035(b) of this subpart:

(1) For organisms greater than or equal to 50 micrometers in minimum dimension: Discharge must
include fewer than 10 organisms per cubic meter of ballast water.

(2) For organisms less than 50 micrometers and greater than or equal to 10 micrometers: Discharge
must include fewer than 10 organisms per milliliter (mL)} of ballast water.

(3) Indicator microorganisms must not exceed:

(i) For toxicogenic Vibrio cholerae (serotypes O1 and 0139): A concentration of less than 1 colony
forming wunit (cfu) per 100 mL.

(i} For Escherichia coli: a concentration of fewer than 250 cfu per 100 mL.

(it} For intestinal enterococci: A concentration of fewer than 100 cfu per 100 mL.
(b) [Reserved)

{c) The Coast Guard will conduct a practicability review as follows:

(1) No later than January 1, 2016, the Coast Guard will publish the results of a practicability review
to determine—

{i) Whether technology to comply with a performance standard more stringent than that required by
paragraph (a) of this section can be practicably implemented, in whole or in part, and, if so, the Coast
Guard will schedule a rulemaking to implement the more stringent standard; and

(i) Whether testing protocols that can assure accurate measurement of compliance with a
performance standard more stringent than that required by paragraph (a) of this section can be
practicably implemented.

{2) If the Coast Guard determines on the basis of a practicability review conducted under paragraph
{c)(1) of this section that technology to achieve a significant improvement in ballast water treatment
efficacy could be practicably implemented, the Coast Guard will report this finding and will, no later than



January 1, 2017, initiate a rulemaking that would establish performance standards and other
requirements or conditions to ensure to the maximum extent practicable that aquatic nuisance species
are not discharged into waters of the United States from vessels. If the Coast Guard subsequently finds
that it is not able to meet this schedule, the Coast Guard will publish a notice in the FEDERAL REGISTERSO
informing the public, along with an explanation of the reason for the delay, and a revised schedule for rule
making that shall be as expeditious as practicable.

(3) When conducting the practicability review as described in paragraph (c){1) of this section, the
Coast Guard will consider—

(i) The capability of any identified technology to achieve a more stringent BWDS, in whole or in part;
(i} The effectiveness of any identified technology in the shipboard environment;

(iii} The compaitibility of any identified technology with vessel design and operation;

(iv) The safety of any identified technology;

(v) Whether the use of any identified technology may have an adverse impact on the environment;
{vi) The cost of any identified technology;

{vii) The economic impact of any identified technology, including the impact on shipping, small
businesses, and other uses of the aquatic environment;

(vii} The availability, accuracy, precision, and cost of methods and technologies for measuring the
concentrations of organisms, treatment chemicals, or other pertinent parameters in treated ballast water
as would be required under any alternative discharge standards;

(ix) Any requirements for the management of ballast water included in the most current version of
the Environmental Protection Agency's Vessel General Permit and any documentation available from the
EPA regarding the basis for these requirements; and

(x) Any other factor that the Coast Guard considers appropriate that is related to the determination
of whether identified technology is performable, practicable, and/or may possibly prevent the introduction
and spread of non-indigenous aquatic invasive species.

§151.2035 Implementation schedule for approved ballast water management methods.

(a) To discharge ballast water into waters of the United States, the master, owner, operator, agent,
or person in charge of a vessel subject to §151.2025 of this subpart must either ensure that the ballast
water meets the ballast water discharge standard as defined in §151.2030(a), use an AMS as described
in §151.2025(a)(3) or ballast exclusively with water from a U.S. public water system, as described in
§151.2025(a)(2), according to the schedule in paragraph (b} of this section.

(b) Implementation Schedule for the Ballast Water Management Discharge Standard for vessels
using a Coast Guard approved BWMS to manage ballast water discharged to waters of the U.S. After the
dates listed in Table 151.2035(b), vessels may use a USCG-approved BWMS and comply with the
discharge standard, use PWS per §151.2025(a)(2), or use a previously installed AMS per
§151.2025(a)(3).

TABLE 151.2035(B)—IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE FOR APPROVED BALLAST WATER MANAGEMENT
METHODS



Vessel's ballast
water capacity Date constructed Vessel's compliance date
New vessels [All On or after December 1, |On delivery.
2013
Existing Less than 1500 [Before December 1, First scheduled drydocking after
vessels m’ 2013 January 1, 2016.
1500-5000 m*  [Before December |, |First scheduled drydocking after
2013 January 1, 2014.
Greater than Before December 1, First scheduled drydocking after
5000 m’ 2013 anuary 1, 2016.

{USCG-2001-10486, 77 FR 17306, Mar. 23, 2012, as amended by USCG-2015-0433, 80 FR 44281, July 27, 2015]

§151.2036 Extension of compliance date.

The Coast Guard may grant an extension to the implementation schedule listed in §151.2035(b) of
this subpart only in those cases where the master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of a
vessel subject to this subpart can document that, despite all efforts, compliance with the requirement
under §151.2025 is not possible. Any extension request must be made no later than 12 months before
the scheduled implementation date listed in §151.2035(b) of this subpart and submitted in writing to the
Commandant (CG-OES), Attn: Office of Operating and Environmental Standards, U.S. Coast Guard Stop
7509, 2703 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue SE., Washington, DC 20593-7509. Summary information
concerning all extension decisions, including the name of the vessel and vessel owner, the term of the
extension, and the basis for the extension will be promptly posted on the Internet. Extensions will be for
no longer than the minimum time needed, as determined by the Coast Guard, for the vessel to comply
with the requirements of §151.2030.

[USCG-2001-10486, 77 FR 17306, Mar. 23, 2012, as amended by USCG-2014-0410, 79 FR 38435, July 7, 2014,
USCG-2015-0433, 80 FR 44282, July 27, 2015]

§151.2040 Discharge of ballast water in extraordinary circumstances.

{a) The Coast Guard will allow the master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of a vessel
that cannot practicably meet the requirements of §151.2025(a) of this subpart, either because its voyage
does not take it into waters 200 nautical miles or greater from any shore for a sufficient length of time and
the vessel relains ballast water onboard or because the master of the vessel has identified safety or
stability concerns, to discharge ballast water in areas other than the Great Lakes and the Hudson River
north of the George Washington Bridge.

(1) The Coast Guard will not allow such a discharge if the vessel is required to have a Coast Guard-
approved ballast water management system (BWMS) per the implementation schedule found in
§151.2035(b) of this subpart.

(2) If the Coast Guard allows the discharge of ballast water as described in paragraph (a) of this
section, the master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of the vessel must discharge only that
amount of ballast water operationally necessary to ensure the safety of the vessel for cargo operations.

(3) Ballast water records must be made available to the local Captain of the Port (COTP) upon
request.



{4) Vessels on a vayage to the Great Lakes or the Hudson River north of the George Washington
Bridge must comply with the requirements of 33 CFR 151.1515.

(b) If the installed BWMS required by this subpart stops operating properly during a voyage, or the
vessel's BWM method is unexpectedly unavailable, the person directing the movement of the vessel must
ensure that the problem is reported to the nearest COTP or District Commander as soon as practicable.
The vessel may continue to the next port of call, subject to the directions of the COTP or District
Commander, as provided by part 160 of this chapter.

(1) The Coast Guard will normally allow a vessel that cannot practicably meet the requirements of
§151.2025(a)(1} of this subpart because its installed BWMS is inoperable, or the vessel's BWM method is
unexpectedly unavailable, to employ one of the other ballast water management (BWM) methods listed in
§151.2025(a) of this subpart.

(2) If the master of the vessel determines that the vessel cannot employ other BWM methods due to
the voyage or safety concerns listed in paragraph (a) of this section, the Coast Guard will normally allow
the vessel to discharge ballast water in areas other than the Great Lakes and the Hudson River north of
the George Washington Bridge.

(3) If the Coast Guard approves such an allowance, the vessel must discharge only that amount of
ballast water operationally necessary to ensure the safety and stability of the vessel for cargo operations.
Ballast water records must be made available to the local COTP upon request.

(c) Nothing in this subpart relieves the master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of a
vessel of any responsibility, including ensuring the safety and stability of the vessel and the safety of the
crew and passengers.

§151.2050 Additional requirements—nonindigenous species reduction practices.

The master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of any vessel equipped with ballast water
tanks that operates in the waters of the United States must follow these practices:

(a) Avoid the discharge or uptake of ballast water in areas within, or that may directly affect, marine
sanctuaries, marine preserves, marine parks, or coral reefs.

{b) Minimize or avoid uptake of ballast water in the following areas and situations:

(1) Areas known to have infestations or populations of harmful organisms and pathogens (e.g., toxic
algal blooms).

(2) Areas near sewage outfalls.
(3) Areas near dredging operations.

(4) Areas where tidal flushing is known to be poor or times when a tidal stream is known to be
turbid.

(5) In darkness, when bottom-dwelling organisms may rise up in the water column.
(6) Where propellers may stir up the sediment.

{7) Areas with pods of whales, convergence zones, and boundaries of major currents.



{c) Clean the ballast tanks regularly to remove sediments. Sediments must be disposed of in
accordance with local, State, and Federal regulations.

(d) Discharge only the minimal amount of ballast water essential for vessel operations while in the
waters of the United States.

{e) Rinse anchors and anchor chains when the anchor is retrieved to remove organisms and
sediments at their places of origin.

{f} Remove fouling organisms from the vessel's hull, piping, and tanks on a regular basis and
dispose of any removed substances in accordance with local, State and Federal regulations.

(g) Maintain a ballast water management (BWM) plan that has been developed specifically for the
vessel and that will allow those responsible for the plan's implementation to understand and follow the
vessel's BWM strategy and comply with the requirements of this subpart. The plan must include—

(1) Detailed safety procedures;

(2) Actions for implementing the mandatory BWM requirements and practices;

{3) Detailed fouling maintenance and sediment removal procedures;

(4) Procedures for coordinating the shipboard BWM strategy with Coast Guard authorities;

(5) Identification of the designated officer{s) in charge of ensuring that the plan is properly
implemented;

(6) Detailed reporting requirements and procedures for ports and places in the United States where
the vessel may visit; and

{7) A translation of the plan into English, French, or Spanish if the vessel's working language is
another language.

(h) Train the master, operator, person in charge, and crew on the application of baliast water and
sediment management and treatment procedures.

(i} When discharging ballast water to a reception facility in the United States, discharge only to
reception facilities that have an NPDES permit to discharge ballast water.

§151.2055 Deviation from planned voyage.

As long as ballast water exchange (BWE) is an allowable ballast water management option under
§§151.2025 and 151.2035 of this subpart, the Coast Guard will not require a vessel to deviate from its
voyage or delay the voyage in order to conduct BWE. A vessel may be required to deviate from its
voyage or delay the voyage if BWE is directed by a Captain of the Port pursuant to §151.2040(b) of this
subpart.

§151.2060 Reporting requirements.

(a) Ballast water reporting requirements exist for each vessel subject to this subpart bound for ports
or places of the United States regardless of whether a vessel operated outside of the Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ), unless exempted in §151.2015 of this subpart.



(b) Unless operating exclusively on voyages between ports or places within a single COTP Zone,
the master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of a vessel subject to this subpart and this
section must submit a ballast water report to the National Ballast Information Ciearinghouse (NBIC) by
electronic ballast water report format using methods specified at NBIC's Web site
at http:/finvasions.si.edu/nbic/submit.htmi. The ballast water report will include the information listed in
paragraph (c) of this section and must be submitted as follows:

(1) For any vessel bound for the Great Lakes from outside the EEZ. (i) Submit a ballast water report
at least 24 hours before the vessel arrives in Montreal, Quebec.

{ii) Non-U.S. and non-Canadian flag vessels may complete the St. Lawrence Seaway Ballast Water
Reporting Form and submit it in accordance with the applicable Seaway notice as an alternative to this
requirement.

(2) For any vessel bound for the Hudson River north of the George Washington Bridge entering from
oulside the EEZ:Submit the ballast water report at least 24 hours before the vessel enters New York, NY.

(3) For any vessel that is equipped with ballast water tanks and bound for ports or places in the
United States and not addressed in paragraphs (b)(1) and (2) of this section: Submit the ballast water
report no later than 6 hours after arrival at the port or place of destination, or prior to departure from that
port or place of destination, whichever is earlier.

(c) The ballast water report required by paragraph (b) of this section must include the following
information:

(1) Vessel information. This includes the vessel's name, International Maritime Organization (IMO)
number or other vessel identification number if an IMO number is not issued, country of registry, owner or
operator, type and tonnage.

{2) Voyage information. This includes the port and date of arrival, name and contact information of
the person submitting the form, last port and country of call, and next port and country of call.

(3) Ballast waler information. This includes the vessel's total ballast water capacity, total number of
ballast water tanks, total volume of ballast water onboard, total number of ballast water tanks in ballast,
and the identification of ballast water management method used.

(4) Information on ballast water tanks that are to be discharged into the waters of the United States
or to a receplion facifity. Include the following for each tank discharged:

(i} The numerical designation, type and capacity of the ballast tank.

(ii} The source of the ballast water. This includes date(s), location(s), and volume(s). If a tank has
undergone ballast water exchange, provide the loading port of the ballast water that was discharged
during the exchange.

(iii) The date(s), starting location(s), ending location(s), volume(s), and method(s) of baliast water
management.

(iv) The date(s), location(s), and volume(s) of any ballast water discharged into the waters of the
United States or to a reception facility.

(S) Certificate of accurate information. Include the name and title of the individual (i.e., master,
owner, operator, agent, person in charge) attesting to the accuracy of the information provided and that



the activities were in accordance with the ballast water management plan required by §151.2050(g). If
exceptional circumstances required deviation from the plan, the details surrounding the need for deviation
and associated actions must be explained.

(d) If the information submitted in accordance with paragraph (c) of this section changes, the
master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of the vessel must submit an amended report before
the vessel departs the waters of the United States or not later than 24 hours after departure from the port
or place, whichever is earlier.

(e) The master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of a vessel operating on voyages
exclusively between ports or places within a single COTP Zone, and subject to this subpart and this
section, must submit the information required by paragraph (f) of this section to NBIC by electronic
Annual Ballast Water Surnmary Report format using methods specified at NBIC's Web site
al http./finvasions.si.edu/nbic/submit.html. The Annual Ballast Water Summary Report is required for a
period of three years on the following schedule:

{1) Report on the vessel's ballasting practices for calendar year 2016 due no later than March 31,
2017.

{2) Repori on the vessel's ballasting practices for calendar year 2017 due no later than March 31,
2018.

(3) Report on the vessel's ballasting practices for calendar year 2018 due no later than March 31,
2019.

(i) The Annual Ballast Water Summary Report will include the following information:

(1) Vessel information. This includes name, identification number, vessel type, operator, tonnage,
call sign and COTP Zone of operation,

(2) Ballast information. This includes the number of ballast tanks and tolal ballast water capacity.

(3) Operational information. This includes the estimated number of times ballast water is discharged,
estimated volume of ballast water discharged each time, primary port of ballast water loading, primary
port of ballast water discharge, and certification of compliance with §151.2050.

[USCG-2001-10486, 77 FR 173086, Mar. 23, 2012, as amended by USCG-2012-0924, 80 FR 73114, Nov. 24, 2015]

§151.2065 Equivalent reporting methods for vessels other than those entering the Great Lakes or
Hudson River after operating outside the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone or Canadian equivalent.

For vessels required to report under §151.2060(b)(3) of this subpart, the Chief, Environmental
Standards Division (CG-5224), acting for the Assistant Commandant for Marine Salfety, Security, and
Stewardship (CG-5), may, upon receipt of a written request, consider and approve alternative methods of
reporting if—

(a) Such methods are at least as effective as those required by §151.2060 of this subpart; and

{b) Compliance with §151.2060 of this subpart is economically or physically impractical. The Chief,
Environmental Standards Division (CG-5224), will approve or disapprove a request submitted in
accordance with this section within 30 days of receipt of the request.

§151.2070 Recordkeeping requirements.



(a) The master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of a vessel bound for a port or place in
the United States, unless specifically exempted by §151.2015 of this subpart, must ensure the
maintenance of written or digital records that include the information required to be reported by
§151.2060 of this subpart and the sediment infermation in paragraph (a)(1) of this section.

{1) Discharge of sediment. If sediment was discharged within the jurisdiction of the United States,
include the name and location of the facility where sediment disposal tock place.

{2) Certification of accurate information. Include the master, owner, operator, agent, person in
charge, or responsible officer's printed name, title, and signature attesting to the accuracy of the
information provided and that the activities were in accordance with the ballast water management plan
required by §151.2050(g). If exceptional circumstances required deviation from the plan, the details
surrounding the need for deviation and associated actions must be explained. The signature requirement
may be satisfied by affirming the certification portion of the electronic ballast water report.

(b) The master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of a vessel subject to this section must
retain a signed copy of this information onboard the vessel for 2 years.

(c) The recordkeeping requirements in this section may be met by maintaining a copy of the
reporting form completed pursuant to §151.2060 of this subpart, in addition to maintaining a record of the
sediment information in paragraph {a}{1) of this section. These records may be stored on digital media
but must be readily viewable by the Coast Guard during an inspection.

(d) The master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of a vessel subject to this section must
retain the monitoring records required in 46 CFR 162.060-20(b) for 2 years. These records may be stored
on digital media but must be readily viewable by the Coast Guard during an inspection.

[USCG-2012-0924, 80 FR 73115, Nov. 24, 2015]
§151.2075 Enforcement and compliance.

(a) The master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of a vessel must provide the Captain of
the Port (COTP) with access o the vessel in order to take samples of ballast water and sediment,
examine documents, and make other appropriate inquiries to assess the compliance of any vessel
subject to this subpart.

(b) The master, owner, operator, agent, or person in charge of a vessel subject to this section must
provide the records to the COTP upon request, as required by §151.2070 of this subpart.

(c) Vessels with installed ballast water management systems are subject to Coast Guard inspection.
Every vessel must have a sampling pori(s) designed and installed in accordance with 46 CFR 162.060-
28(f) and (f)(2) at each overboard discharge point.

(d) In this subpart, wherever multiple entities are responsible for compliance with any requirement of
the rule, each entity is jointly liable for a violation of such requirement.

§151.2080 Penalties.

{a) A person who violates this subpart is liable for a civil penalty not to exceed $35,000. Each day of
a continuing violation constitutes a separate viclation. A vessel operated in violation of the regulations is
liabie in rem for any civil penalty assessed under this subpart for that violation.

(b} A person who knowingly violates the regulations of this subpart is guilty of a class C felony.






